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10 Things To Do in Downtown Madison

1. Madison Historic District:    Explore the 133 blocks of downtown Madison’s Historic Landmark 
District.  Madison’s downtown has been designated the largest contiguous National Historic 
Landmark in the United States.  

2. Stroll the Riverwalk:    Walk, bike, or drive down the Ohio River Scenic Route along the riverfront.
Look for the Milton-Madison Bridge that provides a pedestrian sidewalk.  The Lanier Mansion 
State Historic Site, a famous historic home built in 1844, can also be seen from the riverfront.

3. Visit Iconic Landmarks:    Toss a penny in the Broadway Fountain on North Broadway and Main 
Street. The fountain was designed by J.P. Andre Victor and was presented to Madison in 1886.  
Take a tour at the Lanier Mansion or other famous places.

4. Neighborhood Coffee Shops:    Try some favorite coffee shops located downtown.  The Red 
Roaster Coffee & Eatery, Crafted Coffee, and the Attic Coffee Mill Cafe.  Want a delicious donut 
with your coffee?  Try Horst’s Little Bakery Haus located downtown.

5. Retail therapy   is a must in Madison for clothes, specialty goods and memorable finds.  Enjoy the
adventure of fun finds in the locally owned specialty shops on Main Street or visit the many 
antique stores that abound around town.

6. Enjoy a Burger:    Visit Hinkle’s for a slider, home fries and milkshake. The shop has been around
since 1933 and is featured in the book “1000 Places to See Before You Die”.  Try a half pound 
Shipley burger at Shipley’s Tavern, or take in a variety of burgers at the Historic Broadway Hotel
& Tavern, both with longstanding operations. 

7. Hike the Falls:    Explore Clifty Falls State Park which is home to ten hiking trails, four major 
waterfalls, 70-foot gorges, Nature Center, picnic areas, and Clifty Inn Falls Restaurant.

8. Breweries and Wineries:    Grab a beer at Mad Paddle Brewery, Off Broadway Taproom, 
Shipley’s Tavern or other local establishments.  Enjoy a glass of Indiana wine at Thomas Family 
Winery or Lanthier Winery.

9. Live Music:    Live music abounds across Madison on the weekends at several venues including 
Mad Paddle Brewery, Off Broadway Taproom, Red Bicycle Hall, Thomas Family Winery, House 
of Jane, Rivertown Grill, and Historic Broadway Hotel & Tavern.  Check out the Madison Music 
Movement website at madisonmusic.org

10.Visitor’s Center Museum:    Stop by the Madison Visitor’s Center located at 601 W. First Street to 
tour the museum, get tour schedules of historic homes open to the public, and learn more about
our stellar community.

~ Enjoy Our Beloved Small Town
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